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Case Study: Introductory Biology Courses

• During the first summer session of 2018, a free textbook from the 
OpenStax platform/repository was used in a Bio 1111 section with 30 
students, replacing a $90 textbook. A copy of the OpenStax textbook 
was made available via Blackboard, and a print copy was made 
available on Reserve at the library. Students in that class saved $2700.

• In fall of 2018, the same textbook was used in Bio 1111 (two sections), 
Bio 1113, and Bio 1115. Students in these classes saved a total of 
$37,000.

• Feedback from students: Students in each course this fall were 
surveyed to gather feedback on the textbook. Big takeaway: students 
find that free/open textbooks are either higher in quality or the same in 
quality as for-purchase textbooks. Another takeaway is that providing 
access to a textbook online helped students feel better-prepared for 
class.





Digital Repository Service Usage



Continuing Evolution of Snell Library



Library Entries
In September 2018, there were 246,000 entries into the library in one month
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Library Entries 
(Sept. 2018) 
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Room Utilization 

• In 2018, we surpassed 100,000 hours of use for both group and 
individual study rooms for the first time: 
• Group rooms were booked approx. 102,000 hours. 
• Individual Rooms were booked approx. 105,000 hours. 

• Snapshot: In October 2018, in the 16 hours from 8am to midnight:
• The most booked room was CoLab F (1st floor). It was booked 99% of the time.
• The least booked room was DMC 4 (2nd floor). It was booked 78% of the time. 

• Most collaborative spaces are now fully booked a week or more in 
advance.
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Workshops in the Library, 2017 (blue) vs. 2018 (orange) 
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