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SENATE ELECTION FAQs 
 
 

 
What elections are conducted by the Senate? 
Elections for Senate representatives (held in the spring) and elections for members of 
administrator search committees. These are the only elections conducted by a Senate 
representative using the process described. 
  
Who can vote? 
In elections for Senate Representatives: all full-time faculty without administrative 
appointments (deans and associate deans cannot vote). 
In elections for administrator search committees: according to department/college bylaws or 
according to department/college agreement. 
  
Who can serve? 
On the Senate: all full-time faculty without administrative appointments (deans and associate 
deans cannot serve). 
On administrator search committees: according to department/college bylaws or according to 
department/college agreement. 
  
Can I “Skype” into the meeting? 
If the department/college has set up a process that fulfills all election requirements. 
  
Is proxy voting allowed? 
There is no proxy voting in Senate-conducted elections due to the requirements of the process. 
  
What if I cannot attend the election? 
Faculty are asked to provide the Office of the Faculty Senate with self-nominations should 
faculty members be unable to attend but willing to serve. The self-nomination must be sent to 
the Office of the Faculty Senate no later than one day prior to the election and cannot be 
accepted during the election from a second or third party. We must be sure that the faculty in 
question are willing to serve. 
  
What about online elections? 
Online elections must satisfy all the criteria for Senate-conducted elections. 
  
For more information on Senate-conducted elections see 
The Faculty Senate Bylaws on Senate elections.  
The Faculty Handbook module on administrator search committees.  

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffaculty.northeastern.edu%2Fhandbook%2Fgovernance%2Ffaculty-senate-bylaws%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cj.collins%40northeastern.edu%7Cdb9c4efa63284c70cf4108d6d5463b45%7Ca8eec281aaa34daeac9b9a398b9215e7%7C0%7C0%7C636930894944568276&sdata=pE1tSpqLLUr6sBaA7BLyQ3ingDeIEQFWpYZPOLpuxrc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffaculty.northeastern.edu%2Fhandbook%2Facademic-organization%2Fprocedural-guidelines-in-the-appointment-of-university-administrators%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cj.collins%40northeastern.edu%7Cdb9c4efa63284c70cf4108d6d5463b45%7Ca8eec281aaa34daeac9b9a398b9215e7%7C0%7C0%7C636930894944568276&sdata=oIx320vOprYve1Lqq2uJx5E6ksVOgImcb0WDlAu8jv4%3D&reserved=0

